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Ministers of Happiness and Loneliness
By Denise Leichter, RN/Senior Health & Advocacy Minister

IIam writing this on the day of transition from a
month of new calendar space and new resolutions
to a calendar month filled with valentines and

love messages, and the calling to be something new
or for someone else this month.

Emily Rose and I attended a workshop last
weekend on “What About Sundays?” The presenter
for the day was a Claremont School of Theology
Alumnus, Damian Geddry. This is where Emily
finished her theology degree. The day exceeded
every expectation we had, and addressed items I
hadn’t even thought of.

During one session he announced . . . did you know that the United Kingdom has just appointed
a Minister of Loneliness? Did you also know that there are many nations that have Ministers of
Happiness? After doing some research on this, I also found out that the United Nations issues an annual
“World Happiness Report” and that for 2017 the USA ranks 13th. One of the comments in my research
boldly stated that “this is not fluffy stuff . . . it is science based.”

In a private conversation with Damian after the workshop, I asked him to share with me some of
the other workshops he presents. He said one of the best and most highly attended and appreciated is
on “Storytelling” with a focus on seniors. My eyes popped open and Emily said “We started a
SHAMROCK senior ministry with a focus on storytelling years ago,” and I told him more.

He also commented that one workshop that multi-faith traditions seem to highly embrace is the
one on “Celebrations.” It is very invitational and meets a great need for people without a consistent
relationship with a faith community to be welcomed and helped to celebrate new lives for blessings
and baptisms of infants and children, and to find a place to be married and celebrate love in a spiritual,
not necessarily a religious ceremony, and to honor and celebrate lives after death.

He certainly had my attention, and I have contemplated this a great deal and realize we are a faith
tradition that has Ministers for Happiness and Ministers for Loneliness poised to respond. And, we
are embracing a new ministerial journey to “Discover and Live Into a Bold New Future” of invitation
and transformation for individual lives, small groups and congregations being Spirit led to share and
receive a message of Joy, Hope, Love, and Peace.

During a conversation with Sharyl Macone from the Canoga Park Congregation, we were talking
about “hope” and she shared with me how she uses the word with others. It is Heart . . . Open . . . 
Please . . . E nter. I asked to borrow this phrase for my love month mantra. !
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The topic and statistics on “loneliness” and “isolation” are staggering, and it is a major health
factor for our bodies, minds, spirits and lack of physical and spiritual relationships. The good news is
that we can do something about it . . . it is a SHAMROCK Ministry in which everyone can participate.

I invite you to use the Mission Prayer this month and attach it to the Heart . . . Open . . . 
Please . . . E nter for those that are isolated and needing a call, valentine card, visit, prayer, ride to
church or for an outing. Look around in a restaurant or coffee shop and see it there is someone sitting
alone and risk something new and see if sitting together might bring a mutual blessing. Use Glenn
Johnson’s article in the Community of Joy about a “Good and God Saturday” to really look and see
potential opportunities for a blessing. There have been times that I have been sitting alone in a hospital
ICU or surgical waiting room and look for the other “alone” person and start a conversation about
their waiting and worrying, and have offered a prayer when the invitation is accepted.

How will you or your congregation share love this month . . . Who can you reach out to, What
is the need, Where can you go, the When is Now and the Why is simple—because that’s what
prophetic people and Community of Christ members and ministers Do!

“Community of Christ,” your name, given as a divine blessing, is your identity and calling. If you will
discern and embrace its full meaning, you will not only discover your future, you will become a blessing
to the whole creation. Do not be afraid to go where it beckons you to go. -Doctrine and Covenants 163:1 

"

Happy Valentine’s Day

Last Wishes
Doug Smith is on his deathbed and knows the end is near. His nurse,

his wife, his daughter and two sons, are with him.
He asks for two witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place

to memorialize his last wishes, and when all is ready he begins to speak:
“My son, Bernie, I want you to take the Mayfair houses. My daughter

Sybil, you take the apartments over in the east end. My son, Jamie, I want
you to take the offices over in the City Centre. Sarah, my dear wife, please
take all the residential buildings on the banks of the river.”

The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did not realize his extensive holdings, and as
Doug slips away, the nurse says, “Mrs. Smith, your husband must have been such a hard-working man
to have accumulated all this property.” Sarah, “Property? . . . the old bugger had a paper route!”
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Tell Your Story
By Diane Shirota, Former Regional Minister of Older Adult Ministries

IIthink in every generation there is a
person who enjoys family stories from

the past. If you are adopted your story is
very important as well. I began writing
my great-grandmother Lucy Gray
Black’s story for our children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
I wanted them to understand how lives
were lived in our family in the past,
sometimes with great difficulty and
sometimes with great joy.

My great-grandmother Lucy’s story
of her life in Maine wasn’t always a
happy one. When she was eleven years
old both her father and mother died in the
same year. Their farm was given to a
mean uncle who didn’t want all of the children and put Lucy out to work. She left her sisters and
brother behind with sadness and went to stay with a local woman with a child. The woman was so
mentally unbalanced she had tried to put her baby in her hot oven. When Lucy arrived, she was
responsible for the child, cooking and keeping the house. The woman beat her repeatedly over the
shoulders with the stick used for stirring laundry.

At eighteen she met my great-grandfather Joab Black. They were married and had three children.
Even though life continued to be difficult she loved her husband and children. She was also close to
her sisters and brother. She was one of the first to be baptized into our church and lived to be 96.

I sent a copy of her story to Eden Andrews who is part of the Brooksville Maine Historical Society.
When she received, it she called me immediately to tell me some exciting news. Her great-grandmother
was the woman who mistreated Lucy when Lucy first went to work. She said no one in her family

ever talked about her great-grandmother and now
she understood the reason. She also said that her
grandparents walked to our church 2 miles away
every Sunday. Because of the isolation
geographically of our family along the Maine coast
and islands, they have been happy to get new
historical information about families in the area.

Two of my grandchildren helped me assemble
the 51 pages of the story, which is titled “Lucy’s
story: The life and times of a Maine girl growing up
in the 1870s.” These stories are important! So
please write or tell your family story. Your family
and perhaps others will be blessed because of it. 
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In Memoriam
No longer in our lives to share, but in our hearts you are always there.

NAME CONGREGATION DATE
BAILEY, Edwin Hawk Orange 6/06/17
BAKER, Barbara Alice Clairemont 7/04/17
BEACH, Lucille Chula Vista 3/31/17
BEITLER, Dorothy Margaret Hemet 1/28/17
BILLER, Gail Edla Orange 12/25/17
BOSSING, Mildred Maxine Hemet 8/30/17
CARMICHAEL Jr., David Burton Escondido 1/01/17
CRAWFORD, Dean Maurice Hemet 8/02/17
CROMBIE Sr., Kenneth Charles Santa Barbara 4/07/17
FUGE, Gloria Joyce Gardena 3/15/17
HAWTHORNE, Dorothy Lucille Escondido 7/03/17
HAWTHORNE, Brian Thomas Escondido 11/04/17
HERNANDEZ, Patricia Louise Long Beach 12/05/17
IVORY, Irene Edna Hemet 2/15/17
KOSTURA, Carol Susanne Anaheim 2/04/17
KOSTURA, John Dane Anaheim 2/13/17
PARMLEY, Roberta Inland Empire 1/11/17
PETERSON, Anthony Dean Simi Valley 10/03/17
PETERSON, Janis Marlene Ventura 10/14/17
REINHARDT, Normagene PSI 3/30/17
WEBB, Richard Curtis Upland 12/11/17
WHITEHURST, John R PSI 3/08/17
WHITEHURST, Wilma Nadine PSI 5/9/17

Grief, I’ve learned, is really just love. 
It’s all the love you want to give but cannot. 

All of that unspent love 
gathers up in the corners of your eyes, 

the lump in your throat, 
and in that hollow part of your chest. 
Grief is just love with no place to go.
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Vivian Gunsolley moved to Iowa 
to live with her daughter last May. 
Vivian is serving in her new role of 
Priest and making every healthy day 
count for others.
She misses everyone tremendously 
and would love to hear from you.

514 Melville Ave.
West Burlington, Iowa 52655

Protect your Personal Items

WWhen you are admitted to a facility, i.e., Nursing Care, Convalescent, Hospital, etc., your personal
items are logged in individually to ensure you leave with them, and the facility accepts

responsibility if items are lost or damaged. If you have someone bring you additional items that don’t
get included on this list, the facility is not responsible for the loss or reimbursement. 

My Living Will
Last night, my kids and I were sitting in the living room and I said to them,

“I never want to live in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle.
If that ever happens, just pull the plug.”

They got up, unplugged the computer and threw out my wine!

Doctor’s Orders
I went to my nearby CVS Pharmacy, straight to the back, where the pharmacist’s

high counter is located. I took out my little brown bottle, along with a teaspoon, and set
them up on the counter.

The pharmacist came over, smiled, and asked if he could help me. I said, "Yes!
Could you please taste this for me?"

Seeing a senior citizen, the pharmacist went along. He took the spoon, put a tiny bit of the liquid
on it, put it on his tongue and swilled it around.

Then, with a stomach-churning look on his face, he spat it out on the floor and began coughing. When
he finally was finished, I looked him right in the eye and asked, “Now, does that taste sweet to you?"

The Pharmacist, shaking his head back and forth with a venomous look in his eyes yelled, Heck No!"
I said, "Oh, thank God! That's a real relief! My doctor told me to have a pharmacist test my urine

for sugar!"
I can never go back to that CVS, but I really don't care. They aren't very friendly there anymore!
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Californians Claudia Mussell, 
Sue Coleman, Bob Mell 
and Elaine Stienon 
toured with the 
Historic Sites Foundation 
to England last May.

Take A Journey Into Our Communitarian Past

JJoin Andrew Bolton, Barb Walden, and Peter Smith this October 13-22,
2018, as they explore Community of Christ attempts at Zionic living over

the past 180 years.
Capture a behind the scene look at our historic communities in

Independence, Kirtland, Nauvoo, and Lamoni. Hear the stories behind the
challenges and successes of living side by side with our neighbors. Our three

experienced guides will travel to a variety of
communitarian experiments where we will learn
valuable lessons from the historic Shakers in
Kentucky and Harmonists in Indiana. Hear about the unique culture and
lifestyle of the Amish and Mennonite communities as you travel through the
historic Shipshewana region.

Guests will not only experience communities of the
past, they will also have the unique opportunity to visit

enduring examples of Zionic community today ~ worship at a Benedictine
monastery, walk the grounds of a Bruderhof community in rural Pennsylvania,
explore an ecovillage in northern Missouri, and witness passionate people living
the gospel in diverse ways across six states.

For more information about this exciting tour experience, reservations, and travel details, please
contact Barbara Walden by phone at: 440-477-9562; or email BWalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org. 

save the date

REUN ION
July 7-13, 2018

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST INTERNATIONAL MISSION CENTER

Buckhorn Camp
Idyllwild, CA

Breathe New Life

GUEST MINISTER

Apostle Richard James
Eurasia Mission Center
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What He Valued Most

IIt had been some time since Jack had seen the old man. College, girls, career, and 
life itself got in the way. In fact, Jack moved clear across the country in pursuit of

his dreams. There, in the rush of his busy life, Jack had little time to think about the
past and often no time to spend with his wife and son. He was working on his future,
and nothing could stop him.

Over the phone, his mother told him, “Mr. Belser died last night. The funeral is Wednesday.”
Memories flashed through his mind like an old newsreel as he sat quietly remembering his childhood
days. “Jack, did you hear me?” “Oh, sorry, Mom. Yes, I heard you. It’s been so long since I thought of
him. I’m sorry, but I honestly thought he died years ago,” Jack said.

“Well, he didn’t forget you. Every time I saw him he’d ask how you were doing. He’d reminisce
about the many days you spent over on ‘his side of the fence,’ as he put it,” Mom told him. “I loved
that old house he lived in,” Jack said.

“You know, Jack, after your father died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make sure you had a man’s
influence in your life,” she said. “He’s the one who taught me carpentry,” Jack said. “I wouldn’t be in
the business if it weren’t for him. He spent a lot of time teaching me things he thought were important.
Mom, I’ll be there for the funeral,” he added.

Jack caught the next flight to his hometown. Mr. Belser’s funeral was small and uneventful. He had
no children of his own, and most of his relatives had passed away.

Before returning home, Jack and his mom stopped by to see the old house next door one more
time. It was like crossing over into another dimension, a leap through space and time. The house was
exactly as he remembered. Every step held memories. Jack stopped suddenly. “What’s wrong, Jack?”
his mom asked. “The box is gone,” he said. “What box?” “There was a small gold box that he kept
locked on top of his desk. I must have asked him a thousand times what was inside. All he’d ever tell
me was ‘the thing I value most,’” Jack answered.

It was gone. Everything about the house was exactly how Jack remembered it, except for the box.
He figured someone from the Belser family had taken it, “Now I’ll never know what was so valuable
to him,” Jack said. “I better get some sleep. I have an early flight home, Mom.”

It had been about two weeks since Mr. Belser died. Returning home from work one day Jack
discovered a note in his mailbox. “Signature required on a package. No one at home. Please stop by the
main post office within the next three days,” the note read. Early the next day Jack retrieved the package.

The small package was old and looked like it had been mailed a hundred years ago. The handwriting
was difficult to read, but the return address caught his attention. “Mr. Harold Belser,” it read. Jack took
the package out to his car and ripped it open. There inside was the gold box and an envelope.

Jack’s hands shook as he read the note inside. “Upon my death, please forward this package and
its contents to Jack Bennett. It’s the thing I valued most in my life.” A small key was taped to the letter.
His heart racing, as tears filled his eyes, Jack carefully unlocked the gold box. There inside he found
a beautiful gold pocket watch. Running his fingers slowly over the finely etched casing, he unlatched
the cover. Inside he found these words engraved: “Jack, thanks for our time! Harold Belser.”

“The thing he valued most was . . . my time,” Jack thought. Jack held the watch for a few minutes,
then called his office and cleared his appointments for the next two days.

“Why?” Janet, his assistant asked. “I need some time to spend with my family,” Jack said. “Oh,
by the way, Janet, thanks for your time!”
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Anaheim Senior Grocery Program Update
Lori Orendorff, Anaheim Pastor and SHAMROCK Advocate

IIn January 2018, we celebrate two years since we first opened our hearts and doors to the community
through our Senior Gardening Club and Senior Grocery program.

Here are some of the highlights as we continue to add our efforts in joining others in our global
community by putting the mission initiatives into action this past year!

Our community garden continues to produce well and many are delighted to be able to pick their
own produce regularly. We are currently offering three different food programs and have applied for
a fourth and are looking into adding a fifth program resource as well.

There are 75 individuals that are now receiving groceries on three grocery days a month. We also
serve the community with an open pantry four times a month and on an “on-call” emergency basis,
with the help from community volunteers that are able to help in this area.

Our programs are client choice, meaning that they get to select and “shop” for the items they wish
to have—for free. We do not pre-bag and hand out, which is important to us as we feel this allows our
shoppers the freedom and dignity of selecting what they would like.

We also have health educators on site during a few distributions to answer questions about health
concerns and getting proper nutrition while on a budget. We are finalizing details with Calfresh to
schedule our first class and benefits review for the community.

In October we were fortunate enough to partner with a local retirement community, Walnut Village,
offering one hot meal a month for our community friends. This meal is served by Walnut Village retired
residents and culinary staff.

During our journey of continually trying to connect people to needed services we also developed
a partnership with OCSPCA for their No Empty Bowls pet food program, and now serve as a
distribution site for their pet food and pet services. The Anaheim Congregation Paws for Peace pet
food program is currently feeding about 60 pets three times a month!

In November, we held a Community Day of Gratitude, and all of the participants received a
Thanksgiving meal with all of the trimmings served by Walnut Village, They were able to get groceries
and pet food and we surprised them all with a free turkey to take home. !
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Make Things Easier Around The House

WWhen you are scanning the house with an eye to aging in place, we may look at the big things
like lighting, mobility, bathroom safety, and fall hazards. But there are many simple, low-tech

solutions to minor inconveniences and trouble that seniors face.
Sugru. Slippery doorknobs can be difficult to operate if you have low strength in your hands/wrists.
Wrap Sugru (the product feels like Play-Doh and sticks:to glass, wood, metal, and plastic.) It becomes
a durable silicon rubber after 24 hours to create more grip.
Rope lights. Use rope lights to light the way and make it easier to get around at night.
Pizza cutter. Use a pizza roller to cut up lettuce and other vegetables for a salad.
String. Use pieces of string or a key ring to attach to zipper pulls that are easier to reach and operate.
Frozen sponge. Put a soaked kitchen sponge into a Ziploc bag and then into the freezer. It turns into
an ice pack that won’t leak as it thaws. It is also reusable. Mix 1:1 proportion of rubbing alcohol to
water and put in plastic bag and freeze. It will be really cold and not firm, so you can mold ice to area
of need. My mom and dad are very experienced with this! (DL) 

It was a day filled with joy as everyone was able to take time to share a meal together. As I looked
around I not only saw a glimpse of God’s kingdom, but I could feel it! The Holy Spirit was in this place!
I saw a thriving community, our little church on the corner alive and overflowing with Christ’s love! A
place where so many felt at peace and where love and compassion were given without exception.
Though this congregation has served this community in different capacities for a long time, we are now
reaching out and having new and bold interactions with our neighbors.

Over the past year we have not only offered food to this community, but have listened, offered
prayers, and shared in their joys and sorrows. Many are now reciprocating what they have been offered
and want to serve with us. I see a faithful group of disciples, learning new ways to serve, as we face
an ever changing world and new disciples are also emerging!

Our friends headed home with more bags of food than they could carry, and they took so much
more that day. Their gratitude was written on their faces, and felt in their hugs, and the tears of joy
were streaming down the faces of all of us in those moments. I believe a great sense of peace, love
and acceptance was felt and shared as each of us got to forget for a short time our own individual
worries and daily challenges. We were just a community; celebrating in the great wonder of Christ’s
love. In 2018 we can only imagine . . . “God Where Will Your Spirit Lead Us?” 

Arizona Winter Reunion 
February 18-23, 2018

GUEST MINISTRY

Jane Gardner
Presiding Evangelist 

Bob Gardner 
Larry McGuire

Arizona Mission Center President

Barbara Walden
Historic Sites Foundation

Breathe New Life

REGISTRATION

$18.00 
per person

REGISTRAR

Linda Rounds
480-560-0181
HottNana@live.com

The oldest computer can be traced
back to Adam and Eve.

Surprise, Surprise!
It was an Apple, 
with extremely 
limited memory–
just one byte.

Then everything crashed!
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The first to apologize is the 
Bravest

The first to forgive is the 
Strongest

and

The first to forget is the 
Happiest

GOLDEN ZEN MOMENTGOLDEN ZEN MOMENT

THE EYES ARE THE FIRST TO GO.
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Lifelong Cruise

AAbout two years ago my wife and I were on a cruise through the
western Mediterranean aboard a Princess liner. At dinner

we noticed an elderly lady sitting alone along the rail
of the grand stairway in the main dining room.

I also noticed that all the staff, ships officers,
waiters, busboys, etc., all seemed very familiar with this
lady. I asked our waiter who the lady was, expecting to be
told she owned the line, but he said he only knew that she
had been on board for the last four cruises, back to back.

As we left the dining room one evening I caught her
eye and stopped to say hello. We chatted and I said, “I understand
you’ve been on this ship for the last four cruises.” She replied, “Yes, that’s true.” I stated, “I don’t
understand” and she replied, without a pause, “It’s cheaper than a nursing home.”

So, there will be no nursing home in my future. When I get old and feeble, I am going to get on a
Princess Cruise Ship. The average cost for a nursing home is $200 per day. I have checked on
reservations at Princess and I can get a long term discount and senior discount price of $135 per day.
That leaves $65 a day for:

1. Gratuities which will only be $10 per day.
2. I will have as many as 10 meals a day (of fantastic food, not institutional food) if I can waddle

to the restaurant, or I can have room service (which means I can have breakfast in bed every
day of the week).

3. Princess has as many as three swimming pools, a workout room, free washers and dryers, and
shows every night.

4. They have free toothpaste and razors, and free soap and shampoo.
5. They will even treat you like a customer, not a patient. An extra $5 worth of tips will have the

entire staff scrambling to help you.
6. I will get to meet new people every 7 or 14 days!
7. TV broken? Light bulb need changing? Need to have the mattress replaced? No problem! They

will fix everything and apologize for your inconvenience.
8. Clean sheets and towels every day, and you don’t even have to ask for them.
9. If you fall in the nursing home and break a hip you are on Medicare; if you fall and break a hip

on the Princess ship they will upgrade you to a suite for the rest of your life.

10. There is always a doctor on board.

Now hold on for the best! Do you want to see South America, the Panama
Canal, Tahiti, Australia, New Zealand, Asia, or name where you want to
go? Princess will have a ship ready to go. So don’t look for me in a nursing
home, just call shore to ship.

PS: And don’t forget, when you die, they just dump you over the side at
no charge.



REGISTRATION
Name(s)________________________________________________________________________________________________ Phone _____________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL _________________________________________________________________________________________ CONGREGATION _______________________________________________

zNo. of Children ______ x $10 = $__________ No. of Adults ______ x $15 = $__________ Total Due $______________________
Ages 5‐11 Ages 12 and Up

z Dietary Restric"ons/Allergies/Special Diets? Request: ____________________________________________________________________________________

z RSVP to Denise by March 5, 2018 
z Enclose check payable to Community of Christ z DEEP funds are available with Pastor's approval

MAIL CHECK & REGISTRATION TO:
Denise Leichter, 17125 Hart Street, Lake Balboa, CA 91406
EMAIL: Denise@CofChrist‐psi.org z PHONE: 310‐403‐9973

P A C I F I C  S O U T H W E S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M I S S I O N  C E N T E R

S H A M R O C K  M i n i s t r i e s  P r e s e n t s

St.Patrick’s Day Celebration

A MULTIGENERATIONAL EVENT!

MARCH 17, 2018

10:00AM – 2:00PM

SIMI VALLEY CONGREGATION
3701 Alamo Street

Simi Valley, CA 93063

COST: $1500 Adults    $1000 Children 5-11 years old

RSVP by March 5, 2018 EDUCATION

WORSHIP

IRISH FOOD

ENT
ER

TAIN

MENT



TEMPLE CITY CONGREGATION
9468 Broadway, Temple City, CA 91780

SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2018
10:00AM – 4:00PM

LUNCH: $500 per person

Donations for the young adult intern program will be collected
during the Storytellers event.

“The Storytellers” are sponsored by SHAMROCK Ministries
and the Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation in
support of the Alma Blair Internship Program.

All are welcome—you will be blessed!

P R E S E R V I N G T H E P A S T ~  I N S P I R I N G T H E F U T U R E

STORYTELLERS REGISTRATION
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ________________________________________________________________________________________ CONGREGATION _____________________________________________________

! Lunch Reserva!ons needed for ____ A"endees @ $500 per person Total Due $ _____________________
Ages 5 and Up

! Dietary Restric!ons/Allergies/Special Diets? Request: __________________________________________________________________________________

! Enclose check payable to Community of Christ ! RSVP to Denise by March 31, 2018

MAIL CHECK & REGISTRATION TO:
Denise Leichter, 17125 Hart Street, Lake Balboa, CA 91406
EMAIL: Denise@CofChrist‐psi.org ! PHONE: 310‐403‐9973

SHAMROCK MINISTRIES & COMMUNITY OF CHRIST HISTORIC SITES FOUNDATION PRESENTS

RSVP BY MARCH 31, 2018

SHARE IN GUEST MINISTRY
Sunday, April 8, 2018

Barb Walden
LAS VEGAS CONGREGATION

Storyteller Class 10:00AM ! Worship 11:00AM
5401 W Oakey Blvd., Las Vegas NV 89146

702-227-8740

Join us for great stories, food, fun, fellowship, and good friends! 

FEATURED STORYTELLERS
Barb Walden

Historic Sites Foundation Executive Director
Mark Scherer

Retired World Church Historian
will share a few of their favorite stories
with SHAMROCK and You!

Bring your stories and/or family church
object to share on table of cherished items. 
Contact Denise if you want to be a
featured storyteller from the mission
center on the program.
“Listen to your own journey as a people, for it
is a sacred story and it has taught you many
things you must know for the journey yet
to come.” -Doctrine and Covenants, Section 162

Go Ye Into All the World



SHAMROCK MINISTRIES
17125 Hart St., Lake Balboa, CA 91406
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Be generous with your love. The New American Dream suggests
rebooting Valentine’s Day as Generosity Day, seeing it not as a day

to receive gifts of love but to give them. Say “yes” every time you are
asked for a donation, a handout or a request. Give a $5 tip for a $2 cup
of coffee. Take lunch to your co-workers or someone home bound. 

Purchase only ethically produced gifts and chocolates. Are you
supporting conflict chocolate? “How to Buy a Conflict Free

Valentine’s Gift” gives some good suggestions on how to
make more informed choices. There are many fair traded
chocolate companies out there and many of them are small,
locally owned companies.

practice love
be generous

Be generous with your gratitude. Make phone calls
to friends you have not spoken to for a while.
Tell them how much you appreciate them.



he Gospel of Mark begins with the phrase “the
beginning of the good news in Jesus Christ.” During
this time in the Christian calendar, we celebrate

God’s love and peace embodied in the form of a
vulnerable baby. Emmanuel or God with us was the
message of hope that was fulfilled in human form—a gift
of love for a world yearning for a tangible sign of hope.

Community of Christ President
Steve Veazey shared his testimony
of the good news while visiting
with us the weekend of
December 9-10 in Carlsbad “Park
Church.” He challenged us to see
ourselves as the beginning of the
good news lived out today as we
share Christ’s love and peace with
others. The need for good news is
significant in a world that seems fixated on negative
news. We can begin to restore hope when we risk
sharing our lives and hope with others. Jesus showed us
the way—he was the full expression of God’s love and
peace in relationship with others.

Cathi Cackler-Veazey explored the good news for
children and families. She shared about the work of

Peace Pathways and the Peace
Pavilion as ways children and
families are discovering new skills
to live out Christ’s peace in their
homes, schools, and communities.
When we encounter the good news
through peaceful actions we begin
to see how an alternative future is
possible. These ministries are
expanding through peace clubs,

peace pavilions, and mobile peace experiences across
the United States.

During a question and answer session, President
Veazey conveyed his hopeful vision for congregations.
He shared how his thoughts have been drawn to
spiritual formation, community, and compassionate
ministries as key dimensions of our journey together.
Although people are leaving organized forms of religion
they are searching for a spiritual path and companions

The Beginning of the Good News Today!
By Ronald D. Harmon Jr., West USA Mission Field Apostle

to share the journey. The spiritual yearnings of many are
creating opportunities for Community of Christ. These
opportunities are available to those willing to explore
new and creative ways to become spiritually formed
communities of compassionate ministry and action.

It was a day of worship, fellowship, hospitality, and
renewal. We are grateful to the Carlsbad Congregation for
their hospitality and Steve and Cathi for their ministry of
presence, vision, and hope for our shared future.

As we continue to experience new beginnings of
hope and love, may we be stirred once again by the
ancient story of an angel chorus envisioning a time of
peace and goodwill for all humanity. May our vision
of what could be lift our sights above current fears and
challenges to courageously speak and live God’s
future into being. !
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Iwant to inform you about an extraordinary experience
we had at Park Church. As you both know, we have

been struggling with what we should do about our
future ministry, and if we all have the energy to continue
on like we have been doing these past five years. 

At our  Christmas meal on December 17, we had
over 70 friends of the park in attendance. Towards the
end of the meal line, just before we were to start wiping
down the serving tables, a gentleman walked up to
Brian Stowell and I and began to share how much he
appreciated what we were doing here. He went on to
say that we were a real blessing to our friends without
homes. He also mentioned that he was on the streets for
just a short time. 

They weren’t comments that we haven’t heard
before, but it was the way he said them and the way he
looked at us that was extraordinary. He was dressed in
a light blue cap, light blue short sleeve shirt, light
colored pants and tennis shoes. His clothes weren’t
soiled. He had a dark beard and deep brown eyes that
penetrated our souls when he looked at us. My entire
body was overcome with the Holy Spirit as he stood
there looking at us. I couldn’t control the tears that
flowed as I looked at Brian. He too had tears running
down his face. As the man walked away, I turned to
Brian and asked, “Do you know who that was?” He
said, “I think that was Jesus!” We didn’t see him coming
through the food line that morning, and he was not seen
outside with the others or by Pastor Kathy. He walked
away and we didn’t see him again. 

Kathy asked us to share what we experienced when
she heard about it. So after church our core group plus a
few others gathered in a circle and Brian and I shared
our experience with them. It was emotionally difficult to
share, but several in the group sensed the Holy Spirit as
we shared together. One couple who came to church that
morning who hadn’t been there for a long time stayed
and listened. She said she had been prompted to come
this Sunday and now she knows why. 

This has never happened to me in my entire years of
ministry. I believe this “holy messenger” (Jesus or an
angel?) came to us because of the many prayers going
out from us and others about our continued ministry.
And Brian, who is going through some tough decisions
in his life, needed this. 

I have shared this with President Veazey through an
email as he was just with us the week before. I have been

grappling with this the entire week—every day seems to
be a blessing for me and for Brian. What do we do with
this experience? I believe we will find ways to continue
our ministry here in the park. We are already
experiencing new folks wanting to come and help.
Thanks to Kathy and her outreach, we now have Lisa
with us and she is getting dentists to come and help
serve! I feel that we have a deeper meaning of the
spiritual discipline of generosity. Generosity has
brought so many blessings to us it is exciting to see what
will happen next! 
EMAIL FROM BRIAN TO DICK:

Thank you Dick for putting this down in words. I
wrote about this in my journal and I’m reminded
everyday that Emmanuel, God is with us! That was such
a special moment I will never forget. The one thing I will
add is that Dick and I did not know what the other was
thinking or feeling after that moment other than the
tears. We both looked at each and said, “That was
Jesus!” Dick and I both confirmed to the other what we
just experienced. I love you all for the spirit and ministry
that you bring to others!
NOTE FROM MISSION CENTER PRESIDENT:

Since this experience, and as the new year is
beginning, the neighbors around the Park Church in
Carlsbad want them to relocate their ministry. It is my
hope and prayer that this “messenger” was not just a
Christmas gift, but the encouragement needed for their
journey ahead with their neighbors, other homeless
advocates, city officials, police, Park Church members,
and the homeless blessed by this ministry that allows
every Mission Initiative to be seen, tasted and clothed
with action. Please keep this ministry and the members in
your prayers as they walk forward tenderly and
courageously and listen for Divine discernment for
where, and how this ministry may remain sustainable. !

An Extraordinary Experience
By Dick Foster, Carlsbad Park Church

This email came to Ron and I with Christmas greetings, and I have permission to share with you. These current
day “Holy Messenger” testimonies encourage us all. Denise
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It’s Saturday! I decided to be intentional about Third
Place Ministry (ministry in public places like libraries,

coffee shops, parks). I made a list of targets, prayed the
mission prayer, and headed to the church for a 10:00am
appointment.

Welcome Home Congregation ministers to those in
need. Ralph needed to work on his RV, and the church
parking lot was a good place to do it. As he worked, I
read Discernment by Henri Nouwen, and baked
cinnamon rolls to share with Ralph. As the cinnamon
rolls were cooling, I decided to mow the lawn. Ralph’s
RV job turned out to be too difficult,so he offered to cut
the grass instead. After Ralph finished with the lawn, I
invited him for Pizza at Rocky’s, one of the locations
where I felt led for Third Place Ministry.

Jim is the proprietor of Rocky’s Pizza. He makes
great pizza, but competition from the national chains
and trendy upstarts have made things difficult for him.
It became clear why we were there—for Jim. I offered

Jim some words of
encouragement. He asked
for prayer.

On my own, I headed
to Starbucks. I ordered a
large Mocha Frappuccino.
As I walked inside, I saw
Yacoub, another of our
congregation regulars
sitting by himself. I joined
him and also bought him
a Mocha Frappuccino.
Yacoub is Coptic Christian

and attends his Coptic Orthodox Congregation and
Community of Christ. His family celebrates Christmas
in January. So he gleefully invited me to his house the
next day for their family Christmas Dinner! I offered to
tutor Yacoub in English as a second language and job
interview skills. We eagerly accepted the other’s offer.

As I was leaving the Starbucks parking lot, I had this
sense that I was being led to visit this place three times
that day. I walked around a local park, but no particular
person came to my attention. After an hour I returned to
Starbucks and ordered a medium Grande coffee, and
read deeper into the posthumously published
Discernment. After sitting alone for a while, a man came
in who I recognized. Let’s call him Jerry.

“Hi, Jerry.” I said. “It’s Pastor Glenn!” Jerry is one of
our many friends without homes that has attended
Welcome Home for many years. About four months
prior,I had lent him a guitar so that he could practice and

God‐Filled Saturday
By Glenn Johnson, Welcome Home Congregation Pastor

play at a service. But we never saw Jerry again. I asked
around the community, but no one had seen or heard
from him. I was concerned that he may have been staying
away because something had happened to the guitar. I
didn’t care anything about the guitar—I cared about Jerry.
I knew that he was often hungry and in need of
fellowship. Seeing him in Starbucks surely surprised me.

“Do you come here?” Jerry asked. “Today,” I
answered. “Are you with someone? Can I get you
something?” But he said he was waiting for someone
and would get something later.

I have always known Jerry to be somewhat
embarrassed by his life situation and reluctant to ask for
anything. He sat at a nearby table. I will admit my
feelings were a bit hurt. Why did he move to the other
table without allowing me to invite him to sit with me
until his friend arrived? I continued reading my book. I
tried making eye contact to no avail. 

After about a half hour, Jerry darted to the restroom
without saying anything. Then he went out the front
door. I hesitated a moment to see if he was meeting his
friend and was going to return, but decided he was
probably on foot and leaving. I called out and followed
him, but he was already beyond earshot. 

I drove about a quarter mile down the parking lot,
and spotted him walking into the dark alley behind the
strip mall. I rolled down my window. “Jerry!” He
stepped to the car. “Jerry, here’s my business card. Call
me if you ever need anything. We’re having baked
potatoes and chili after church tomorrow night.”
“Really?” he asked. His eyes lit up and he smiled a bit.
In a single moment he seemed surprised, relieved and
pleased. “Yeah, it would be great to see you. We’ve
missed you.” I believe Jerry felt forgiveness in that
moment, even though I was never angry with him.

I visited other places and had dinner, but
sensed no strong contacts, so I headed back to
Starbucks for the third time. I had a small
coffee and bought a reusable cup. If I was
going to make a habit of this, and it seemed I
was being called to do so, I would need the right
equipment to lessen the impact on the earth. 

It was almost 9:00PM when a mother came in
with a one-year old boy and a five-year old girl.
She barely had a chance to sit at the table before
her baby walked over to me and gave me a huge smile.
“Hi! How are you?” I beamed back. His Mom thought
he was disturbing my reading. “Oh, I’m sorry,” she said
as she got up and followed her son as he took baby steps
around Starbucks. “Oh, no problem,” I said. After a!

Go my child, 
find your way, 
make mistakes, 

learn, suffer, grow 
and become whom 

you need to be.
-Jean Vanniern
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couple of minutes, they returned to their table, and she
asked her daughter if she was ready to go.

Then the boy dropped a tiny toy car on the floor. The
mother didn’t seem to notice, so I picked-up the toy and
handed it her along with my church business card. “We’re
having worship and dinner tomorrow.” I said. And then
to my surprise added, “You should come.” “Thanks,
that’s so nice.” She said. “We’re new to the area.”

I’d managed to complete the foreword and the first
five chapters of Discernment. Only two Saturdays before,
I had presided at the memorial service for my cousin
Evangelist Gail Biller, a spiritual director and founding
member of the World Church Spiritual Formation team.
At the service, Gail’s daughter told how one of Gail’s
favorite belongings were a pair of ceramic hands
cradling two small children. Near the end of the fifth
chapter, “Paying Attention to People in Your Path,”
Nouwen recollects L’Arche founder and Community of
Christ Peace Award recipient Jean Vannier’s speaking
about hands. “He described the hands that gently
encircle a wounded bird as being also open to allow
movement and freedom to fly. Jean believes that each of
us needs to have both hands around us. One says “I’ve
got you and I hold you safe because I love you and I’ll
never be apart from you. Don’t be afraid.” The other
says, “Go my child, find your way, make mistakes, learn,
suffer, grow and become whom you need to be. Don’t be
afraid. You are free, and I am always near.” These are the
hands of unconditional love.”

A warm sensation of God’s blessings came over me.
I had an amazing sense of God’s love, an appreciation
for the people I had been able to relate with in my path,
and a growing sense of God’s call to community. 

Today was indeed an awesome day. A God-filled
Saturday if ever there was one. !

! Buckhorn Management Team

The Buckhorn Board of Directors is pleased to
announce the management team for Buckhorn

Camp for 2018. We are looking forward to this new
configuration for on-site management, and our
ability to welcome all our guests in 2018.

Clayton Troxell is our new Executive Director. He
is passionate about the church’s camping experience.
He holds the office of priest in Community of Christ,
and has worked at Graceland University as the
Graybill Hall Director. Clayton is looking forward to
his wife Kendyl joining him at Buckhorn once she
finishes her Master's in Sports Management in May.
She will be looking for opportunities to coach
basketball.

Mary Guzman is our Kitchen Manager. She
comes with 27 years of kitchen management
experience working at other camps and for Hemet
Unified School District. She is very excited to make a
move to Idyllwild in the West residence on site with
her dog Carlitos. She is a people pleaser and takes
pride in serving quality food that is good for the soul.

Emily Miller is our Guest Services Manager. She
was promoted after coming on early this summer.
Emily previously worked as a Site Facilitator for the
Hemet Unified School District and ran an after school
program. We have been thrilled with the organization
and level of care she brings to the table.

Ronald Lindsey will be continuing as our
Maintenance Manager. He just celebrated ten years
with Buckhorn. We are happy to have him back after
being out all summer. His skills and experience that
he brings to the job are appreciated.

A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered

through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He

picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf

that had been pressed between the pages. 

“Mama, look what I found,” the boy called out. 

“What have you got there, dear?” 

With astonishment in the young boy’s voice, he answered, 

“I think it’s Adam’s underwear.”
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Nuts and Bolts

We had 28 people present and 14
congregations represented as we

gathered at the Orange Congregation to
start our new year together with logistical
guidelines, access to information and
documents, and an invitation to
“Discover our Future Together.” There
was consensus to this being “Absolutely
Valuable” and to make it an annual
opportunity. Many new and seasoned
leaders shared support for each other. We
are making the resources available to each
congregation and leaders that could not
be present in the immediate future. !

Beginning December 28 the Interfaith Community of Santa Barbara
entered into “Twelve Days of Gratitude,” and on the 13th day we had

another disaster. 
A stunned community wondered how to process grief, gratitude,

generosity and grace so tightly woven together? Prayer vigils and public
and bold invitations began to take place, and our congregation was one
of them. One of the neighbors that came said, “You made everyone so
welcome to be part of the sharing regardless what path of faith we follow,
and those that did not come missed an amazing time of ministry.” 

On the same day we opened the doors of our “Little Lending
Library” at the top of one of our driveways and sent out a neighborhood
email announcing this resource filled with books for children and their
families on Peace for the people and the planet. We bought a pre-built
library, and Tom Mitterer made this happen quickly as part of our
invitation to come and be with us. Dr. Mary Jean Jeanae, a local member
and retired professor from Graceland, put one of her own books in the
box, “When Everyone Said, Thank You,” and it also had learning concepts
and family activity guidelines. This is the first project for the year to take
our message to the street, and the second project is to build a labyrinth on
the property as a gift of contemplation and healing for the neighborhood.
The invitation to come and see has changed to Let Us BE the message and
the messenger; God is already ahead of us in our thinking and doing. !

Santa Barbara Community Outreach
By Denise Leichter, Santa Barbara Pastor
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Seasonal Job Opportunities

Human Resource Ministries has announced the
following seasonal job opportunities available from

late May to mid-August:
" History Intern-Nauvoo Historic Sites
" History Intern-Kirtland Historic Sites

REQUIREMENTS: 13+ years of formal education
(completion of Freshman year of college or university).
EXPERIENCE AND EMPLOYMENT: Entry level/Seasonal; Full
and Part Time; multiple positions.
REQUIREMENTS AND OVERVIEW: Interns lead guided
walking tours as Historical Interpreters and share Latter
Day Saint history with the public in an open, honest, and
gracious manner. As part of their training, they take
classes in Nauvoo or Kirkland era Latter Day Saint
history and related topics and are eligible to receive 6
semester hours of credit from Graceland University.
Additionally, they receive wages, including on-site
housing, paid on a bi-weekly basis.
These positions are open to internal and external
candidates. Applications will be received until positions
are filled. For details and application, please go to:
www.CofChrist.org/human-resources-job-opportunities.

2018 Calendar of Events
JANUARY

1 New Year’s Day
6 Nuts & Bolts Workshop, Orange

15 Martin Luther King Day

FEBRUARY
2-4 Jr. Hi & Sr. Hi Winter Retreat, Idyllwild
14 Valentine’s Day

17-19 No. Congregations Retreat, Idyllwild
19 President’s Day

MARCH
11 Daylight Savings Time
17 SHAMROCK St. Patrick’s Event

30-APR 1 Easter Retreat, Orange

APRIL
7-8 SHAMROCK Storytellers

Barb Walden, Mark Scherer
10 Youth Ministry Training Day

20-22 Discover Youth Future Workshop, Idyllwild
Apostle Harmon, Emily Rose, and others

Job Openings

Human Resource Ministries would like to 
announce the following job opportunities:

" Accountant                " Paralegal
Applications will be received until the positions are

filled. To apply, go to:
http://www.CofChrist.org/human-resources-job-opportunities

El Cajon Storytellers

As we gathered on December 16, the theme for our day
together was “When History Gets Personal.” Our

guests were vulnerable and honest as they shared their
personal stories.

Lach dove into the life stories of his great-great aunts
and uncles (Julia Murdock Smith, Joseph Smith III,
Frederick Granger Smith, and Alexander Hale Smith).
Barb told about how the journals of James Kelley (early
20thcentury apostle, missionary, and family man made
an impact on her life.

There was an afternoon Hymn Sing with songs and
stories from the Christmas season. Barb and Lach
highlighted three Christmas hymns with stories unique
to Community of Christ.

Lach then explored the Life and Lessons from David
Hyrum Smith which was fascinating followed by the
Humor, Hymnody and Hallow Behind Brother Elbert A.
Smith with Barb.

A generous donation for the Alma Blair Internship
Program was received and we had a closing worship
with Denise .The El Cajon Congregation had the joy of
having Lach with them on Sunday, and the Santa
Barbara Congregation missed out on Barb’s ministry
due to fire evacuations.

We are looking forward to the next event in April . . . 
join us! !
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All Are Called Blessings of Community Continuing Revelation

Grace and Generosity Pursuit of Peace Responsible Choices

Sacredness of Creation Unity in Diversity Worth of All Persons

New Enduring Principles Icons

Mission Initiatives

DEVELOP DISCIPLES TO SERVE: We are poised to equip
men, women, and children to be true and living
expressions of the life, ministry, and continuing
presence of Christ in the world. We fulfill God’s ultimate
vision as we… 

• Help All Ages Deepen Their Discipleship
• Empower Priesthood for Mission 
• Grow Pastors and Leaders for Mission 
• Train and Send Ministers for Mission throughout

the World

EXPERIENCE CONGREGATIONS IN MISSION: We are poised
to become congregations that are the true and living
expressions of Jesus Christ, woven together by the Spirit,
and sent into the world as evangelistic witnesses,
compassionate ministers, and justice and peacemakers.
We fulfill God’s ultimate vision as we…

•Nurture Congregations of Christ’s Love and Peace
•Experience God’s Presence through Worship
•Become a People of Peace, Reconciliation, and

Healing of the Spirit

Christ’s mission is our mission. All ministries,
personnel, and resources of the World Church are

focused on the whole mission of Jesus Christ through
five, life-changing, church-changing, and world-
changing Mission Initiatives.

INVITE PEOPLE TO CHRIST: We are poised to share the
peace of Jesus Christ with those who are waiting to hear
the redeeming words of the gospel. We fulfill God’s
ultimate vision as we… 

• Baptize/Confirm Many New Members
• Open New Congregations
• Launch the Church in New Nations 

ABOLISH POVERTY, END SUFFERING: We are poised to be
Christ’s hands and feet, reaching out through
compassionate ministries that serve the poor and
hungry and stop conditions that diminish the worth of
persons. We fulfill God’s ultimate vision as we… 

• Help Those Who Hurt       
• Feed the Hungry 
• Support Compassionate Ministries 
• Respond in Times of Crisis

PURSUE PEACE ON EARTH: We are poised to restore
Christ’s covenant of peace, even the Zion of our hopes.
The hope of Zion will become reality when we live
Christ’s peace and generously share his peace with
others. We fulfill God’s ultimate vision as we… 

• Establish the Temple as a Center to Promote 
Peacemaking throughout the World  

• Engage Children in Peacemaking around the World
• Seek Justice, Create Peacemakers around the World
• Unite with Others to Make Peace around the World

Invite People to Christ Abolish Poverty, 
End Suffering 

Pursue Peace on Earth

Develop Disciples 
to Serve

Experience Congregations 
in Mission

Christ's Mission—Our Mission—YOUR Mission

To better communicate the foundations of Community
of Christ, new symbols have been created to describe

the Enduring Principles.
“For several years, members have requested icons

for our nine Enduring Principles, which express who
God calls us to be,” said Apostle Linda Booth, director of
Communications. “The Communications Team worked
with John Hammer from Toronto, taking his original
designs to create icons that complement our Mission
Initiatives icons, which represent what God calls us to
do. I hope the church uses these new icons in ways to
inspire and instill the church’s core values.” !
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CARLSBAD . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kathy Morato reporting

Six nurses from the Public Health Department
offered free Hepatitis A shots as a service to the
community. This event was sponsored by the Carlsbad
Congregation on June 4.

We are so blessed! The Clairemont Congregation
gave our congregation (Park church) 7 knit hats,
12 scarfs, 22 mittens,  and 71 pairs of socks. Thank you
so much, Clairemont, for supplying our friends in the
park with enough for a great New Year!

CLAIREMONT . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  John Kazyaka reporting
God's Spirit led pastor Lora Davis to respond to the

need for dental hygiene supplies for children of
Nicaragua by doctors donating their time and skills to a
small village there.
Requests were emailed and
posted on Facebook. The
doctors had hoped for 50 sets,
and we collected 139!
The generosity of the
Clairemont, Chula Vista and
El Cajon participants made a
significant difference to the well-being of the children.
“God, where will your Spirit lead today . . .?” 

EL CAJON
On December 16, the congregation hosted Barb

Walden, Apostle Mackay and 35 others for an incredible
day of storytelling.  Ray Biller. prepared a delicious meal.

HEMET . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bruni Adams reporting

Gwen Lute was set apart 

as the new pastor for the

Hemet-San Jacinto Congregation

by Denise Leichter 

on October 8.

EL SAUZAL . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Linda Espiritu Santo reporting

Youth from the congregation gathered on
November 4 prior to feeding the homeless.

ESCONDIDO

Our Intergenerational Sunday School class made
Christmas cards that they will give to the congregation.

Congregation News

!
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SANTA BARBARA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Denise Leichter reporting

The Little Garden Club of Santa Barbara meets
monthly at the church for new education that honors the
sacredness of creation. This month 30+ women created
succulent Christmas decorations and enjoyed music,
food and storytelling.
SIMI VALLEY . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rickie Miller reporting

As a SPEC fundraiser, the Moreno family of Victor
Valley did garden work for the congregation. 

La Nueva Esperanzaen en Cristo

Members of La Nueva Esperanza en Cristo were
working hard on the decorations for 1,000 trees for
multiple neighborhoods to add beauty and a message of
peace.  This was a multi-organization project led by La
Nueva Esperanza en Cristo.
ORANGE

There were many people that visited Dorothea
Garver’s Home from the Orange Congregation. There
were at least 1,000 Santa’s throughout every room of the
house; it was amazing and beautiful! It’s an annual open
house and should be seen by all! 

TECATE . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gina Norton reporting
Pastor Georgina and Nacho picked up Christmas

gifts for the Tecate children that were generously
donated by the Clairemont Congregation.

!

!
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Sunday, December 17 was a day of joyous  worship
as over 100 people from Canoga Park, Santa Barbara,
and Ventura gathered at the Simi Valley church. Ian
Harris was by baptized by his grandmother Sue
Coleman. Claire Mussel was baptized by her
grandfather Leonard Mussel, and Kyle Kirby was
baptized by Sue Coleman.

Eli Harris, baptized last July, was confirmed by
Rickie Miller and his grandmother Sue Coleman. Ian
Harris was confirmed by Rickie Miller and his
grandfather Glenn Harris. Claire Mussel was confirmed
by Leonard Mussel and Sheryl Macone. 

A potluck dinner followed the service. It was a
fantastic day filled with Christmas blessings!

WELCOME HOME . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Glenn Johnson reporting
The San Gabriel Valley Churches Assisting

Neighbors Network conducted a workshop on
Homelessness First Response ministries at the end of
November. Speakers from the workshop sponsors,
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and Christ's Church of the
Valley participated. The event was held at Welcome
Home. Twenty church leaders attended as well as a
representative from Los Angeles County Department of
Mental Health.

!

No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you're always there.

NAME CONGREGATION DATE

BAILEY, Edwin Hawk Orange 6/06/17

BAKER, Barbara Alice Clairemont 7/04/17

BEACH, Lucille Chula Vista 3/31/17

BEITLER, Dorothy Margaret Hemet 1/28/17

BILLER, Gail Edla Orange 12/25/17

BOSSING, Mildred Maxine Hemet 8/30/17

CARMICHAEL Jr., David Burton Escondido 1/01/17

CRAWFORD, Dean Maurice Hemet 8/02/17

CROMBIE Sr., Kenneth Charles Santa Barbara 4/07/17

FUGE, Gloria Joyce Gardena 3/15/17

HAWTHORNE, Dorothy Lucille Escondido 7/03/17

HAWTHORNE, Brian Thomas Escondido 11/04/17

HERNANDEZ, Patricia Louise Long Beach 12/05/17

IVORY, Irene Edna Hemet 2/15/17

KOSTURA, Carol Susanne Anaheim 2/04/17

KOSTURA, John Dane Anaheim 2/13/17

PARMLEY, Roberta Inland Empire 1/11/17

PETERSON, Anthony Dean Simi Valley 10/03/17

PETERSON, Janis Marlene Ventura 10/14/17

REINHARDT, Normagene PSI 3/30/17

WEBB, Richard Curtis Upland 12/11/17

WHITEHURST, John R PSI 3/08/17

WHITEHURST, Wilma Nadine PSI 5/9/17
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Christmas in Baja has always been one of the
highlights of my year. Coordinating getting the

gifts, toys, food and supplies together for the trip to Baja
is fulfilling and exhausting. Thanks to generous
donations of toys from the Clairmont Congregation and
pre-school, the Tecate experience is always covered. And
thanks to a generous donation from a couple in Simi
Valley and others, the El Sauzal group has been covered
for the past few years. Thanks also to my daughter for
wrapping and loading everything! 

First stop was Tecate on Saturday. The Posada (a
Christmas festival that dramatizes Joseph and Mary’s
search for lodging) was at 3:00PM. I made it with an hour
to spare, and joined about 70 other people. Lots of food,
piñatas, candy, cakes, toys and patient children.
Afterwards, many helped clean-up and stayed to visit. I
spent the night, and my gracious hosts, Nacho and
Georgina, took me to breakfast on Sunday morning.

After breakfast, I hit the road for El Sauzal loaded
with the rest of the supplies and toys. The Posada was
scheduled for 6:00PM. I got there around 2:00PM and
delivered all my goodies. Rosa and her family met me
and then went home to finish cooking. I had a
reservation at a hotel in Ensenada and was able to rest
for a bit. The El Sauzal Posada was another great event—
about 50 attended. Again, lots of food, even an indoor
piñata. The youth (who now meet on Thursday nights)
performed a short drama, and the children (who now
meet Saturday morning) sang songs. The music group,
consisting of Rosa’s sons and nephew, did impromptu
music and the fiesta was fantastic!! Sara and Sergio
donated two new bikes and they were the door prizes.
There were many happy children and parents.

I will miss this part of my journey in my retirement,
but can never give up the fantastic relationships that
have been built during the last 15 years. Bendiciones. !

Navidad en Baja
By Linda Espiritu Santo, Hispanic Ministries

Help keep our church records up-to-
date when you have a change in

your life, i.e., new address, phone
number, email, marriage, deaths in

the family, births, blessings, baptisms,
confirmations, divorces, etc., please notify

your congregation’s Recorder or Mission Center
Recorders Tonia Cooper, Tonia@CofChrist-psi.org or
Richard Cordova at RichardCordova@cox.net. !
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Putting Contest Facilitators for the Buckhorn Golf
Tournament were Melissa Gribbon from Upland,  Buckhorn

Board member Denise Leichter and Melissa's friend Bob.

Staff Holiday Party

On December 12, the PSI Mission Center Staff gathered for a holiday celebration. We enjoyed having a kid-like
progressive party with dinner, train ride and lots of lights and laughter.

Buckhorn Golf Tournament
Another enjoyable and successful event led by Steve Tignor, and we raised $3,600 for Buckhorn Camp.

Around the World final put . . . what a hoot—
then they are off to their carts!
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Women’s Retreat
By Emily Rose, Southern Utah Congregation Pastor

Women’s Retreat 2017 was one for the books! We
enjoyed the incredible ministry of Brittany

Mangelson as we explored the theme “Ubuntu: I Am
Because We Are.” She led us through some wonderful
practices that helped us think deeply about who we are
and how we are an interconnected community.

We also made time for play in downtown Idyllwild
with a crazy photo scavenger hunt! We took silly
pictures and even included our mission initiatives in
the photos. Lots of new friendships were made and old
ones deepened.

Another wonderful component of the weekend was
all the crafting. We stitched on a blanket together, people
brought their own projects, and Heidi Slack led us in a

fantastic paint party workshop. We definitely hope to
keep the creative juices flowing for next year.

Mark your calendar for this year’s Women’s Retreat
on September 21-23. We are thrilled to announce our
guest minister—Tammie Stettler from Prairie Bluffs
Mission Center. Tammie is an Evangelist in Community
of Christ, elementary school teacher, and dedicated
minister who is interested in hearing and telling sacred
stories. Our theme will be “Story” and we will be
exploring our own sacred stories and how they are
woven together. 

If you have questions about Women’s Retreat,
please email Emily Rose at ERose@CofChrist-psi.org. See
you in September! !
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Baja Summer Reunion
July 29-30, 2017

The Reunion was led by the Ministry Team of Linda, Sara , Rosa, Denise, and Georgina at Hacienda Santa
Dominga in Tecate, Mexico.



Pacific Southwest International Mission Center Reunion
Buckhorn Camp, Idyllwild, CA, July 8-14, 2017

We had an amazing experience at Reunion where 300 people came and went all week for the blessings of the
sacraments, and sacramental living on our sacred grounds. All those new to the grounds and our Reunion

experience commented on our extravagant hospitality and welcome. You are invited tom
join us this summer, July 7-13 at Buckhorn Camp form
another amazing experience.
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SAM ROSE



WHERE: Happy Valley Conference Center
2159 Branciforte Drive
Santa Cruz, CA 95065 

WHEN: February 16-18, 2018  

COST: $175 (includes housing, meals, and materials)

Are you feeling the call to awaken spiritually
to God's presence within and around you? 

Join us for a retreat experience 
focused on spiritual practice, yoga, meditation, 

and embracing a contemplative stance in the world.
   

RETREAT FACILITATORS
Katie Harmon-McLaughlin # Lisa Ash Drackert # Scott Giles

TO LEARN MORE OR TO REGISTER
https://spiritualformationcenter.org/news-and-events/upcoming-events/the-awakenedheart-contemplative-spiritual-retreat

CONTACT
KHMcLaughlin@CofChrist.org

Spiritual Formation MinistriesSpiritual Formation Ministries

The Awakened Heart
A  C O N T E M P L A T I V E S P I R I T U A L R E T R E A T





DISCOVER AND LIVE YOUR FUTURE
A Bold New Vision of Life in the Spirit in Community

“Community of Christ,” your name, given as a divine blessing, is your identity and calling. If you will
discern and embrace its full meaning, you will not only discover your future, you will become a
blessing to the whole creation. Do not be afraid to go where it beckons you to go."  Doctrine and
Covenants 163:1 

Where have all the people gone? How do we engage in a relationship with our neighbors? How do we
connect with spiritual seekers that have walked away from organized religion but are hungering for
meaning and connection? 

These are the questions on the hearts of disciples and leaders who struggle to connect with a changing
reality. Discover and Live Your Future is a three-year formational journey of discernment,
experimentation, and commitment to new forms of ministry and mission in a changing world. The
process draws on the experiences of the Leading Congregations in Mission Pilot and other field
experiments that are leading to new vision and growth. 

The focus of this process is about how our journey as small invitational communities can be renewing,
life giving, and life changing for others. Discover and Live Your Future: A Bold New Vision of Life in
the Spirit in Community will include two formational weekends per year. Practical support will be
provided in between retreats to implement new ideas and next steps. The dates for 2018 are April 20-22
and October 26-28. Retreats will occur at beautiful Buckhorn Camp and draw on gifted field ministers
across the United States. 

Congregations or small groups that desire to participate can express interest to Emily Rose at
erose@cofchrist-psi.org. Emily will coordinate an initial visit to the congregation to explore the process
and expectations in greater detail. 

Here is a sample of some of the exciting topics that will be explored at the retreats: 
• Community of Christ: A Spiritual Venture 
• Becoming Fully Awake: Initial Steps Toward Renewal and Vision 
• Discovering Simple and Life-Giving Forms of Worship
• The Question that Changes Everything 
• Exploring the Path: Five Key Practices as Initial Steps to the Future 
• Walking the Path Together: Shared Leadership and Sustainable Mission 
• Navigating the Path: Leading Change and Innovation While Providing Stability 
• Encountering and Navigating Challenges Along the Way 
• Sustaining the Journey into the Future 

Have you sensed there is something beyond your current congregation or
small group experience you are called to pursue? Are you willing to
experiment and risk some new things along the way? Are you searching for
ways to connect with your neighbors? If you answered yes to these
questions contact Emily Rose today and set up your congregational visit.


