
An Invitation to Holy Disruption
By Ron Harmon, PSI Mission Center President

COMMUNITIES JOY

his past Sunday we explored an invitation to
enter the wilderness. The text from Matthew 4:1-11 
tells us very little about what happened during

those 40 days of struggle. We can only imagine the
depth and range of emotions during this time of fasting,
prayer, questioning, and contemplation. There were
likely times of deep struggle as well as moments of
spiritual awakening that led to clarity about identity
and purpose.

What I appreciate about this experience is that it
emphasizes the human side of Jesus. Jesus was a man; a
first century Jew and Jesus was the embodiment of
divine love. We can’t fully understand this reality and
yet it so clearly reveals God’s persistent invitation and
desire to be in relationship with us.

Is it possible that Jesus’ journey into the wilderness
was essential to go deeper—to discover the essence of who
he was and was called to be? Is it possible that in the
wilderness he worked out how his fragile humanity
could be infused with divine purpose in such a down to
earth way that it would reveal what we might become?

We are invited to enter a path where there are no easy
short cuts to connecting with the ultimate reality in the
universe—even the presence of God. Isn’t it interesting
that just prior to Jesus’ proclamation of mission in Luke
4:18,19—a proclamation where he states his solidarity
with those who suffer—he is tempted to short cut his own

suffering by making a supernatural power grab to avoid
the long path of suffering love?

In Jesus’ refusal to take the easy path I find hope for
our shared future as disciples in a world that thrives on
easy answers. Is the Spirit inviting us to re-enter this
difficult but transforming story and claim it as our own
this Lenten season? Are we being invited to discover
something much deeper where we too can discover the
essence of who we truly are in Christ?

I believe the invitation is to much more than a
remembrance of past events. It is an invitation to risk
entering the depths of our own souls, to be fully present
with God in the silence, and to struggle with our
identity and purpose. The journey will not be easy but
the cause is sure and we journey together in hope we
will emerge anointed to share and live the good news of
Christ’s transforming love.

What is the Spirit inviting you to set aside so you
can make room for the Spirit’s transformative work?
How will you create space and time to be with God in
the silence?

May we deeply sense and embrace the invitation
being extended even now. May we invite others to
this journey of exploration, transformation, and
renewed purpose.

May the Spirit disrupt us with new vision for what
our lives and world might become. V
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HHelp keep our church records up-to-
date when you have a change in

your life, i.e., new address, phone
number, Email, marriage, deaths in the

family, births, blessings, baptisms,
confirmations,  divorces. Notify your

congregation’s recorder or mission center recorders Tonia
Cooper, Tonia@CofChrist-psi.org or Richard Cordova at
RichardCordova@cox.net of any changes. V

2 COMMUNITIES OF JOY MARCH 2017

Communities of Joy
Communities of Joy is e-published triannually by
Community of Christ Pacific Southwest International
Mission Center. Deadline for the next issue is May 15.
EDITOR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Denise Leichter
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .17125 Hart Street, Lake Balboa, CA 91406
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Denise@CofChrist-psi.org
MISSION CENTER OFFICE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 805-577-5907
TYPOGRAPHY & LAYOUT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jean David

LifeChanges
Li

fe

Changes Life
C

hangesLife

Cha
ng

es

Life Changes

Discipleship Workshop
By Ron Harmon, PSI Mission Center President

Approximately 85 enthusiastic disciples gathered at 
the Orange Congregation for a day of fellowship,

worship, and exploration of our number one mission
priority—Receive, Embody, and Share the Invitation to
Christ’s Peace. We first discussed this mission priority
late last fall at our mission center conference. This
workshop was our first opportunity to go deeper in our
exploration of Christ’s invitation.

President of Seventy Larry McGuire provided guest
ministry and challenged us to re-envision our approach
and practice of invitation to meet the needs of a diverse
and changing world. Larry challenged us to explore the
deeply relational nature of the gospel that calls us into
spiritual friendship with others where we create space
for the transformative work of the Spirit.

Mission Center Staff participated in worship and two
breakout sessions that focused on how we can awaken to
God’s movement through creative approaches to
worship and our use of social media. Two new booklets
were introduced from Leading Congregations in Mission
that focus on how to re-envision and live Christ’s
invitation, hospitality and healing. These resources are
available for small group or congregational study by
contacting Ron Harmon.

What I found most meaningful was the Spirit of our
gathering. It was moving to see so many individuals
engaged and interested in how we can be Christ’s
presence of invitation, hospitality, and healing in our
neighborhoods and world. Thanks to all who made this
day a success! V

Easter
Be still and know that I am God.

Be still and know that I am.
Be still and know.

Be still.
Be.

Sr. High LA City Pilgrimage
March 25-26, 2017

JOIN US IN LOS ANGELES . . .

For a weekend of discovering what life is like in the
city, encountering the realities of poverty, and seeking
what our faithful response as disciples may be. We will
spend time exploring the city, visiting our downtown

congregation, La Nueva Esperanza, and learning
through education and action led by Sergio and Sara

Juarez, pastors/leaders at the congregation.

WHO: Sr. High Age Youth

WHEN: Saturday, March 25 arrive between 9:00-10:00AM

WHERE: 551 S. Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90020

COST: $15.00 (assists with food, lodging, materials)

BRING: Overnight bedding, extra clothes, comfortable
walking shoes, toiletries, a journal, a willingness
to be spiritually transformed

ENDS: Sunday, March 26 at 1:30PM

WHERE: La Nueva Esperanza Congregation
1329 E. 21st Street., Los Angeles, CA 90011

REGISTER NOW
REGISTER BY EMAIL: DHarmon@CofChrist-psi.org

REGISTER BY MAIL: PO Box 1330, Simi Valley, CA 93062
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On January 30, I met Danelis, a Cuban immigrant who
came here about a year ago. Her English was limited,

but we were able to translate on our smart phones. I
picked her up through one of the ride-share
applications. Her destination was to her apartment
which is less than a mile from our church.

During our ride she had noticed my Bible. She
pointed to it and I understood her to ask me where she
could find one in Spanish. At this point the spirit nudged
me. I ended our ride in front of her apartment and we
began to speak through our “translators.” But like the
emotions felt in the words of a song, I knew that she was
hurting and seeking. She was away from her country, her
family and as she was the stranger in my midst, I became
the stranger in the midst to her.

There’s a Christian bookstore nearby, so I offered to
take her there to get a Spanish Bible. At the bookstore the
bilingual store clerk spent a considerable amount of time
helping her find the right Bible which I purchased for her.

I drove her three blocks up the street and showed
her the church. I gave her a card which included the
times of our Sunday and Wednesday services. We have
no one in the congregation who speaks Spanish, yet I
knew I would see her again, and I did. She has contacted
me for another ride and texted me a couple of times
sharing her story. 

On Wednesday, March 1, she texted me that she
would be there that night. Shortly after the service
began, in walked Danelis with her Cuban boyfriend,
who spoke no English except to say “thank you” to me
as they left after the service. As the service progressed, it
was interesting to see the faces of confusion in the
congregation when they realized Danelis and her
boyfriend were not understanding what was being said.
I had my moment of panic, but was reminded of a verse
which I had just read before Danelis texted me.

. . . for I know that the Lord gives no commandments to
the children of men save he shall prepare a way for them that
they may accomplish the thing which he commands them.” 

-1 Nephi 1:65

That day as in every day I was wearing the whole
armor of God. Paul reminds us in his letter to the
Ephesians in chapter 6 to be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of His might. Wearing always the armor of truth,
the breastplate of righteousness, our feet shod with the
gospel of peace and above all taking the shield of faith,
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit which
is the Word of God. Paul continues in verse 18, to pray in
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people.

Each and every morning I begin the day with our
Mission Prayer, knowing that I will be carrying the
precious cargo of mothers and fathers, of sisters and
brothers all who are the children of God regardless of
their place along the journey. I pray for our safety and
focus on the opportunity to be a blessing of love and
peace. Prayers are answered. As Daniel Harmon
remarked to me, “If you want your day to be disturbed,
pray that prayer.”

Each member of the congregation stepped forward
that evening. With his smart phone, Darren Goble
translated the conversations. Mary Jo Rhodes found
songs to sing which were both Spanish and English, and
she led us in A cappella singing. And through the Spirit
I participated by observing everything that was taking
place with open eyes as God reminded me that the “far-
flung places” we are called to go, exist right outside the
doors of our churches, the places we work, visit, shop or
eat and especially to the neighbor next door or down the
street (the stranger amongst us), who we don’t think
speak our language.

God speaks to us through our open hearts when we are
disciples who are willing to magnify our calling, extend
ourselves in ministry and servant leadership in the service
of God’s vision and blessing for others. We are to be a living
vessel for God’s Grace. This is where we discover
ourselves, this is where we find our Joy, our Hope, and
share the Love and Peace of Christ with each other.

At the end of the evening we all discovered that we
did speak one language through song and through
expression when we learn to hear with our opened eyes
and see with our ears. V

Mission Prayer Encounter
By Ed Van Meter, Las Vegas Pastor

God, where will your Spirit lead today? 
Help me be fully awake and ready to respond.
Grant me courage to risk something new and 

become a blessing of your love and peace. Amen.
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ANAHEIM CONGREGATION
By Eben “Ebi” Raja and Lori Orendorff

Eben “Ebi” Raja is a member of Community of
Christ in South India. He is in the United States studying
for his second Masters in Technology Management
degree. About nine months ago he began attending the
Anaheim Congregation. It was evident that he is a
special person and that my life and those he interacts
with would be changed forever.

Ebi’s goals while here are not only academic, but
spiritual also. Through our talks and his invitational
spirit, I am inspired and realize it was no accident that
he was sent here. The Spirit speaks to both of us, and
seeing Ebi’s dedication of embracing where he is led, I
am also learning to learn more about my own journey.
There is a purpose for all things and though they are
sometimes not easy, we must let our faith carry us to the
mountain top. With eyes of a mother I was filled with
pride as Ebi led the worship service in English recently. 

We are the Special People Called 
to Enjoy the Mountaintop Experience

We all were chosen while we were still in our mothers’
womb, called to do extraordinary things because we are special
in God’s eyes. I was raised in the Uthamapalayam
Congregation in South India, and am now a part of the
Anaheim Congregation.

When I was departing India to US for my studies, I was
anxious about how my days were going to be. My pastor told
me, “Don’t worry. Our church will take care of you!” Yes, he
was right! Now I am taken care by my adoptive parents,
grandparents and many friends in the congregation. Some of
my Indian friends and I are being blessed with the love and
fellowship that we enjoy through this wonderful congregation.

Uthamapalayam Congregation is like a Mount Sinai for
me where prayer became an important part of my life.
Anaheim is like Mount Carmel where God confirmed his
calling and started fulfilling His purposes for my life.

When I was born, my parents took me for child blessing to
the church where my grandfather was the pastor. My
Grandfather took me and blessed me praying “This child will
grow and do God’s Ministry.” When I was celebrating my
birthday last month, I prayed, “Lord, bless me with the
progressions in my ministerial life in this new year.”

God answered that week through my adopted American
Mom as she asked me to plan a worship service. That is when
God confirmed His calling on me by answering and fulfilling
my grandfather’s prayer exactly 24 years later.

As I was preparing for my sermon, I was deeply touched
with the theme, “Mountaintop Experience.” When Jesus was
ministering, thousands of people followed him. When he sent

his followers to minister, he chose 70 people and sent them into
35 groups. When he chose his disciples, he chose 12. But when
he went up a high mountain to transfigure, he brought only
three special friends; Peter, James and John. God wants his
special people to experience it—not everyone.

Many people do not want to climb to the mountaintop—
they don’t want the challenge. They are content. But a few people
want to face more challenges, obstacles, struggles, sufferings and
difficulties—they are special people. God will be waiting there
with rewards that have been prepared for us to honor our efforts,
hard work and sacrifices in reaching the mountaintop.

As we read in the Bible, we see many people who were
blessed after their mountaintop experiences. After Elijah proved
that “the Lord is God” in Mount Carmel, God destroyed
everyone who were against Him. After Abraham went to Mount
Moriah to sacrifice his one and only son, God blessed him. After
Jesus endured his cross in Mount Calvary, we were saved.

As Ebi’s American Mom and pastor at Anaheim, I
am grateful for the gift of this young man’s presence in
my life and the congregation. His strong faith in the God
we serve and his desire to serve others is evident. Ebi
has filled our hearts with love and led us by example of
his generous heart and the many gifts he shares with us.

Along with his friends Wilson, Paran and others,
they are a tremendous help with our Senior Grocery
Program. They help with set-up, clean-up, interact with
the seniors, and help carry the groceries to their cars.
Their energy has blessed us all through their willingness
to serve and participate with our congregation.

I am thrilled to see the ministry that is unfolding for
Ebi, and the ways he will be led to serve God’s people on
his journey. It brings me great joy to be a part of that
journey. His family in India has much to be proud of! Ebi
calls his parents twice every day. I have exchanged a few
emails with his Indian pastor and will be honored to
meet his extended family someday. V

Congregation News

Left to right: Paran, Wilson and Ebi.
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CLAIREMONT
By John P. Kazyaka and Lora Lee

The Clairemont Congregation in San Diego hosts several organizations throughout the year. One of them is the
Harmonies adult choir whose heritage is Japanese. On December 18, they presented a Christmas Medley. This is an
annual event presented in appreciation to the congregation. They will also present a Spring Concert to us on May 7.
Their lovely performance is a gift and blesses those that attend. V

"Give Thanks with a grateful heart"!
Carter Rizzo reminds us that we have
much to be thankful for in our lives!

Mason Lyanne Rizzo was born on
February 20. She weighted 6 lbs. 8 oz.
Parents Vince and Paige Rizzo, along

with older brother Carter. are excited to
have her join the family.

We had three marchers on January 20 on
the March On Washington, San Diego

location. "All Are Worthy."

CARLSBAD (formerly Vista Park)
By Dick Foster, Outreach Minister

In a recent business meeting, the Vista Park Congregation has chosen a new name. They will now be called
Carlsbad Community of Christ. 

Our congregation continues to reach out to the homeless each
Sunday. Over Thanksgiving we fed almost 100. Usually we feed 50-
75 of our friends weekly. Our core group isn’t very big but we
manage to continue this ministry filled with “God surprises.” Kathy
Morota will confess to this as she is always receiving a “God thing”
almost every week with people contacting her and giving food,
clothing, etc. Other workers are also having these experiences as we
focus our hearts and minds on Christ’s mission.

Because of our long-range goal to support the needs of homeless
in Carlsbad and to raise awareness, we have now joined the
Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce. At a recent Sundowner meeting,
Dick and Julie Foster shared information on our “business”—raising
awareness of the homeless issues in our community. Our group of
six listened as we explained what we do each Sunday and why we
do it. Upon listening, the Director of Public Relations for the
Chamber of Commerce commented, “I didn’t realize we had a homeless problem in our community.” That is one
reason why we are now doing what Christ would have us do. We will continue interacting with other folks in the
business community to raise awareness. 

We received a spot in the Carlsbad Street Fair on May 7, 2017 to make more visible our intention of raising
awareness. According to the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce the street fair is the largest in the United States! Credit
goes to Martin Ozolins for his perseverance in getting us to have this booth! Martin is a homeless member of our
congregation, baptized and confirmed recently.

In another testimony of God’s grace, our friend of the park Kenny Webb found his life changing as he entered
into rehab. His life is now changing for the better.

We are continually amazed by God’s Holy Spirit touching the lives of all of us in this ministry of Christ, our
“companion on the journey.” V

Our first annual Thanksgiving Celebration on
November 20 in Carlsbad.
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SANTA BARBARA

Some fun photos of Piano Recital held at the 
Santa Barbara Congregation in early December. 

The participants are students of Kacey Link.

ORANGE

Lauren Reynolds signed a contract to
play soccer at Graceland University

beginning Fall Semester 2017.

On Sunday, February 26, our worship focused on
Change for Change. We called it a celebration of
generosity! It was a very noisy and joyful service as we
separated, counted and wrapped an entire water jug
full of change. It was a total intergenerational worship.

At one point during the service Bryce, one of our
youth members, said, “I’m actually having fun doing
this!” It took about 45 minutes and many helping hands
to count all those coins! Afterwards, we gathered all the
rolled money into one pile and offered a blessing on it
that it might become a tangible expression of God’s love and abundant generosity
with the potential to transform those souls looking for a spiritual resting place. In
total we raised around $1,800.00 that we are going to donate to the SPEC funds
for the mission center.V

HEMETI

At least 50 families were exposed to the ministry we were honored to give at our Christmas celebration 
held at Gibbel Park in Hemet on December 4.

SIMI VALLEY

(L)Mothers, daughters and guest minister Emily Rose attended
The Little Mermaid at the Cultural Arts Center recently. 

The Banners created by beloved Pat Mueller remind us of her
many talents she shared so freely with everyone.
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TECATE AND EL SAUZAL
By Linda Espirato Santo, Baja Ministries

I have been blessed for a number of years to be able to travel to Tecate and Ensenada for their congregational
Christmas celebrations. After working out donations of toys for the children and getting supplies together, finally the
weekend arrived.

The Tecate church was overflowing and pastor Georgina Venegas led a short church service with Christmas
singing as the posada began on Saturday afternoon. Then came the food, especially the traditional pozole, tamales
and champurrado. The 60 children were anxiously waiting for the toys, and piñatas to finish off the day. Lots of fun,
lots of food and lots of gifts and piñatas for everyone.

The next day I headed for El Sauzal—about an hour and a half away---to again deliver toys and help with their
celebration. As we began with singing and prayer, about 50 people arrived, including 30 children. We shared in
tamales, pozole and champurrado along with other great food. The children couldn’t wait for the toys! The crowning
part of the evening was the sharing in testimony and songs of the people there—members and non-members alike.
The children sang a song which added to the festivities.

One of the most precious parts of each gathering was that each child came up to me to thank me for their gifts.
Thanks to all who participated in some way to help with this ministry. !Que Dios les bendiga a todos! May God
blessings rest on all. V

VICTOR VALLEY COMMUNITY NIGHT
By Daniel Harmon, PSIMC Youth Minister

What does it mean to be in community and share in life
together? Thanks to Tanaya Eagan and others in the
congregation, we shared it at the January 14 Community
Night. Members, friends, and neighbors joined together in
sharing their talents, eating, and  relationships.

Through dance, song, reading, and a variety of talents,
we discovered a God who works in and through all that is.
As a musician, I so appreciated the opportunity to sing
songs in my life that don’t usually find their way into a
normal church context. Others agreed, and sang the blues,
whipped and nay nayed (dance), and sang love duets that
enchanted the community. May we all recognize the
blessings that come from simply being together. V



8 COMMUNITIES OF JOY MARCH 2017

save the date

REUNION
July 7-14, 2017

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST INTERNATIONAL MISSION CENTER

Buckhorn Camp
Idyllwild, CA

Fully Awake and Ready to Respond

GUEST MINISTERS
Apostle Richard James, Eurasia Mission Center

Bishop Mc Farlin, Western Field
Diana Hansen, Mission Funding Specialist

Lauren Hall, Executive Director Health Ed Connect

Registration opens Monday, May 1, 8:00PM

Calendar of Events
MARCH

11 SHAMROCK St. Patrick’s Day Events
Escondido, Long Beach

18 Peace Award and Day of Peace, Orange

18-19 City Pilgrimage for Youth, Los Angeles

APRIL
14 Good Friday
16 Easter

MAY
8-13 Buckhorn Work Week

13-14 SPEC Fundraiser/Worship Service, Clairemont

14 Mother’s Day
27-28 Baja Gathering,  Tecate

29 Memorial Day

JUNE
11 SHAMROCK Storytellers

16-22 Sr. High Camp, Buckhorn

Father’s Day
24-27 Jr./Jr. High Camp, Buckhorn

Save the Date
APRIL 2 @ 6 P.M. (CDT)

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: Awaken to God’s Invitation

President Stephen M.
Veazey will focus on

moving the church
forward in Christ’s
mission during a live
webcast to the church.

The challenge
portion of President
Veazey's message will be
posted online on Friday,
March 24. This will give
people an opportunity to
view it before the live
Q&A on April 2.

The evening will feature updated and more
dependable technology so individuals and
congregations will have clear, seamless viewing.

To view, visit www.CofChrist.org/live-webcast. V

BUCKHORN WORK WEEK
May 9, 9AM – MAY 13, 12PM, 2017

There will be an assortment of jobs
for all ages. A list of projects will be

posted soon. Please RSVP with the days you
are available to work:

Teresa Turner
TTurner@BuckhornCampgrounds.com

For each day worked you will receive one day
of Buckhorn credit to use for Reunion or other
retreats and events on the grounds.
Buckhorn will provide rooms
and meals for the workers.
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Baja Gathering
May 27-28, 2017

If you have a Passport; please join us as we celebrate
together as two nations with one voice translated

through love as a Community of Christ. 
We will worship together, learn new tools of invitation

and play, eat and Sing to the Lord a Song of Rejoicing. 
Please contact Denise is you are planning to go for

logistical and hospitality planning. V

Women's History Month
LATTER-DAY SEEKERS PODCAST TOUR
By Emily Rose, Latter-day Seekers Ministries

M arch is Women's History
Month, and it presents a perfect

time to introduce you to Kate Kelly
as well as the Faith Transitions
Podcast. Kate Kelly is the founder of
Ordain Women, an organization that
has sought ordination for women in
the LDS church. She is also a human rights lawyer and
has worked for women's rights outside the church.

This is one of many great episodes of Faith Transitions
Podcast, co-hosted by our own Nancy Ross of the
Southern Utah Congregation. It tells the story of Kate's
upbringing in the LDS church, her work in the Mormon
Feminist community, and her eventual
excommunication in 2014.

It is important to keep in mind that many Latter-day
Seeker women experience faith transitions differently
than their male counterparts. This episode will help you
understand the Ordain Women movement, and it can
equip you to better understand the female experience in
an LDS context.
http://FaithTransitions.com/Faith-Transitions-ep-020-kate-kelly

Happy listening! V

Winter Retreat 2017
By April Sweeting, Canoga Park Congregation

W e met at Buckhorn Camp over President’s
weekend for our annual Northern Congregations

Winter Retreat. It was a beautiful weekend with friends
and family gathered in fellowship.

Our weekend was filled with smiling faces as we
played games, sang, worshiped, visited, made crafts,
and served one another. Highlights were the “Game
Show Extravaganza,” Minute to Win It, Balloon
Volleyball, Campfires, Sunday morning worship, Crafts,
Buckhorn Bucks, and the final Buckhorn Bucks Auction. 

Although there were only a few small patches of
snow on the ground, Ron pulled out the tractor and
spent hours moving the snow to make a sled run for the
kids. The smiles and laughter from the children as they
sled down the hill were magical.

One of the most exciting things that happens at
Winter Retreat is the spirit of giving and serving that we
experience. The kids are excited and anxious to help set
up and clean up the dining hall at each meal. They want
to help lead campfire and say prayers over the meals.
When it was time to transition from one activity to
another everyone immediately stepped up to help out.
Being surrounded by a community of generous giving
people is an incredible blessing.

Thank you to all who came to Winter Retreat and to
all those who helped make it a success. I look forward to
seeing you all next year. V



Southern Utah Congregation Builds Interfaith Relationships
On Sunday, Jan. 9th, The Southern Utah Congregation held an impromptu vigil to stand in solidarity with the local
Muslim community in St. George. Our intention was to show that as Christians we extend loving hospitality to those
in our community who live in fear. The St. George community responded and 50 people attended the event.
Prayers were said in English, Arabic, and Sanskrit. It was a blessing to build relationships outside the walls of the
church, and we continue to reach out to the Muslim community in our area. The local paper reported the vigil and 
it even made the front page the next day. We continue the journey of being a voice for peace and justice in the
community, living into Christ’s mission as our mission.

Ministry With Latter-day Seekers Trainings
This quarter we have been blessed to share an in-depth training for ministry with Latter-day Seekers in three
different congregations in the mission center—El Cajon, Canoga Park, and Las Vegas. This training invites
participants to better understand LDS culture, reconcile with our own denominational biases, and move forward
with practical next steps to make our congregations more welcoming for all—especially Latter-day Seekers. 

If you would like to host a training in your congregation, please contact Emily Rose at ERose@CofChrist-psi.org.

Practicing Hospitality in Anaheim with John Dehlin
In January, Mormon Stories podcast host John Dehlin
hosted a Mormon Transitions Retreat at the Anaheim
Congregation. This was an opportunity for former or
transitioning Mormons to find community with each other
and learn skills for navigating a faith transition. 

The Anaheim Congregation graciously agreed to host
the event in their building, and it was a wonderful
opportunity to extend hospitality and better understand
how we can respond to Latter-day Seekers. We
continue to be in relationship with those who attended
through Facebook, and we were blessed by the event.



Looking Ahead for Invitation Support Ministries
! Lessons in Internet Presence for Congregations: The first impression that visitors have of your congregation is

no longer who greets them at the door—it is your presence on the internet. Moving forward into this quarter,
supporting congregations with website and social media help is a top priority. 

! Support for Children in Congregations: Visiting families, particularly Latter-day Seeker families, often bring
children. We are looking to support congregations so that they can be prepared for children in their midst, 
even if they do not have children in attendance on a regular basis.

! Living With Essential Questions: As we seek to build invitational communities in our congregations and
neighborhoods, we are guided by essential questions. We continue to ask ourselves, “How do we 
discern, embrace, and risk living fully into our identity and calling as invitational communities of Christ 
in a changing world?”

Invitation in Las Vegas
Starting in January, the Las Vegas Congregation has been hosting family nights every first Friday of the month. A
volunteer from the congregation makes dinner, and there are movies and family friendly games for all to enjoy. This
has been an incredible invitational opportunity, and the neighborhood surrounding the church has started to take
notice. This weekend we saw over 40 people in attendance, many of whom were children from the neighborhood.
Invitation is creating a blessed community in Las Vegas!



YOUTH MINISTRY REFLECTIONS & UPDATES
By Daniel Harmon, PSI Mission Center Youth Minister

Are you L I S T E N I N G ? This is the question that
we asked ourselves over and over again at our Winter
Youth Retreats. As we joined together in community,
we listened to each other, to the grounds, and to the
voice of the Spirit. We encountered several of the
infinite channels that God uses to speak to us:
music, movies, games, laughter, eating, praying,
sharing. In all that we did, we heard the voice of
God. We discovered the loving presence of Jesus in
our relationships with each other. We discovered
that all music—secular, Christian, rap, metal,
classical, punk, country, ALL OF IT—is of God.

This year was special, as we had guest minister, Tyler
Horringa, bringing ministry to our Jr. High and Sr. High
youth. As over 40 gathered, our stories resonated,
our lives connected, and our desire for something
deeper drew us together. A choir of youth passionately
seeking meaningful living sang together . . . “Listen in
the Silence, Listen in the Noise, Listen for the Sound
of the Spirit’s Voice . . . ” We were able to listen
through the noise, but also to the noise, recognizing
the unique and multi-faceted ways that the living
God communicates with us, and engages in our lives.

By slowing down, even for just a couple of days, we
were able to listen. The question remains. Are you
LISTENING? Listening to God? Listening to your
neighbors? Listening to yourself? The challenge and
invitation of this weekend is to listen and reclaim the
noise of our lives as something that is holy, and give
it divine purpose. We have left the mountain as
spiritual disciples who commit to practicing radical
listening in a noisy world. Will you join us?

WINTER YOUTH RETREAT 2017
L I S T E N TO THE NOISE



UPCOMING YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS & DATES
MARCH
25-26 L.A. City Pilgrimage in Los Angeles—a weekend spent in downtown Los Angeles learning about

poverty in the city, and what a Christ-like response to such conditions can look like. More details 
will be released on March 7. RSVP to Daniel Harmon. Cost: $15

31 SPEC REGISTRATION DEADLINE—complete Registration by visiting the Mission Center website
and downloading the SPEC Registration Form. http://www.CofChrist-psi.org/youth-ministries/

APRIL
TBD Simi Valley Garden SPEC Fundraiser

MAY
6 SPEC Fundraiser @ Orange—more details coming soon. 

13-14 SPEC Coffee House Fundraiser & Worship Service @ Clairemont—a Saturday evening coffee 
house & open mic night, followed by a worship service on Sunday led by Sr. High Youth. 

31 Sr. High Camp & Jr./Jr. High Camp Registration Deadline—complete Registration through 
Eventbrite. Registration opens on May 1, 8:00PM. Please RSVP desire to attend to 
Daniel Harmon—DHarmon@CofChrist-psi.org.

MAJOR FUTURE DATES TO BE AWARE OF
! June 16-22: Sr. High Camp @ Camp Buckhorn with the Rio Grande & Arizona Mission Centers. 

More details coming soon!
! June 24-27: Jr. Camp @ Camp Buckhorn
! June 24-27: Jr. High Camp @ Camp Buckhorn
! July 7-14: Reunion @ Camp Buckhorn
! July 21-29: SPECTACULAR at Graceland University for Sr. High—more details coming soon!



DETAILS ON SPECTACULAR 2017
SPECTACULAR is an amazing Sr. High event that takes place

each year on campus at Graceland University in 
Lamoni, IA. The week is filled with sports, worship, classes, and
special activities with youth from all over the United States and
Canada. Here are important details to be aware of for youth
planning to attend SPEC in July 2017:
! Mission Center registration deadline is March 31
! Dates: July 21-29
! 2017 Cost: $1000
! Fundraising Opportunities—see in Upcoming Events & Dates
! Total estimated SPEC cost for our Mission Center: $40,000
! Funds raised to date: $4,585 (through various fundraisers, some designated to specific youth)
! If you plan to attend a fundraiser, or would like to host an additional fundraiser, contact Daniel Harmon,

DHarmon@CofChrist-psi.org
! If your congregation would like to “sponsor” a youth or contribute to the needs of SPEC in other ways,

contact Daniel Harmon.


